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M E E T I N G  S U M M A R Y

Basin Monitoring Program Task Force 

November 16, 2016 

ATTENDEES: 
Al Javier, EMWD Jennifer Shepardson, SBMWD 

Andy Campbell, IEUA Jesus Gastelum, EVMWD 

Bob Tincher, SBVMWD Joe LeClaire, CDM Smith, Inc.  

Cindy Li, Regional Board Joshua Aguilar, IEUA 

Crystal Benham, RMC Kati Owston, CDM Smith 

Cynthia Gabaldon, SBCo Flood Keith Person, RWQCB 

Diana Torres, SBCo FCA Kevin King, YVWD 

Edgar Tellez Foster, CBWM Marissa Flores-Acosta, SBMWD 

Edward Filadelfia, Riverside RWQCP Melissa Estrada, City of Corona 

Elaine Kawaii, YVWD Michael Cruikshank, DBSA 

Eloy Ruvalcaba, SBco – DPN Mike Roberts, City of Riverside RWQCP 

Fakhri Manghi, WMWD Robert Eland, City of Riverside 

Greg Herzog, City of Riverside PU Sudhir Mohleji, EVMWD 

Greg Woodside, OCWD Tim Moore, Risk Sciences 

Hope Smythe, RWQCB Veva Weamer, WEI/CBWM 

Jayne Joy, EMWD Mark Norton, SAWPA 

Jennifer Ares, YVWD Zyanya Blancas, SAWPA 

Call to Order/Introductions 
The Basin Monitoring Program Task Force (Task Force) meeting was called to order at 1:30 p.m. at the Santa 

Ana Watershed Project Authority (SAWPA) office located at 11615 Sterling Avenue, Riverside, California. 

Brief introductions were made.  

Public Comments 
There were no public comments. 

CEQA Scoping Meeting Regarding Development of Basin Plan Amendments to Incorporate Updates to the Total 
Dissolved Solids and Nitrogen Management Plan for the Santa Ana Region – Regional Board 
Cindy Li, Regional Water Quality Control Board - Santa Ana Region (Regional Board), provided a PowerPoint 

presentation on the CEQA scoping meeting for the proposed Basin Plan Amendment to update Salt and Nutrient 

Plan for the Santa Ana Region. CEQA Scoping meeting provides an opportunity for the public and agencies to 

provide input on the appropriate scope and content and the SED for the proposed amendments: range of actions, 

environmental effects, mitigation measures, and alternatives.  

The updates to the Basin Plan Amendment (BPA) will propose two projects: 

Project 1 – Revision of the Nitrate-Nitrogen Objective for Chino South Groundwater Management Zone 

Currently the nitrate-nitrogen objective for Chino South Groundwater Management Zone (GMZ) is at 4.2 mg/L. 

The BPA proposes to change the objective to 5.0 mg/L. According to the 2008 Wasteload Allocation Model, 

when comparing the POTW discharges with instream recharge, the underlying GMZ objective and surface water 

objective, compliance metrics revealed that under scenario 8, the single highest 10-year average presented 

incompliance with the 4.2 mg/L objective. Regional Board will not be able to approve the WLAM that present 

the instream recharge exceeding the objective so this revision is necessary.  
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Project 2 -  Update of the Wasteload Allocation Plan 

The current Basin Plan contains outdated Publicly Owned Treatment Works (POTW) WLA in Table 5-5. 

Regional Board must allocate assimilative capacity to the POTWs. Other options would be to request 

dischargers to meet more stringent effluent limits, which will increase capital and O&M treatment costs without 

additional human health benefits or improvements to the environment. 

Cindy Li presented a list of environmental factors that would potentially be affected by the projects. Schedule 

for the Basin Plan Amendment (BPA) is as follows: 

 CEQA Scoping comments due by December 16, 2016

 Draft SED to be released by January 2017

 Draft BPA package is scheduled to be released March 2017

 Anticipated Regional Board hearing/SED certification for May 2017

Comments must be submitted to: 

Cindy Li, PG, PhD 

Santa Ana Regional Water Quality Control Board 

3737 Main Street, Ste 500, Riverside, CA 92501 

cindy.li@waterboards.ca.gov  

No comments were received in the meeting. 

Approval of October 19, 2016 Meeting Summary 
Meeting summary was approved as posted.  

Santa Ana River Wasteload Allocation Model RFP Update – SAWPA  
Mark Norton provided a verbal update on the Santa Ana River Wasteload Allocation Model (WLAM) Request 

for Proposal (RFP) that was posted on November 7, 2016. The RFP requests proposals from qualified 

consultants to update calibrate and apply the WLAM to estimate projected TDS and Nitrate-N concentrations of 

the SAR recharge water and discharge at Prado Dam. Proposals are due no later than December 6, 2016 at 

5:00 pm to SAWPA.  

Upon receiving proposal, SAWPA staff, with the assistance of a Scoping Committee, will interview the top 

three consultants and bring back a recommendation to the Task Force. The WLAM update is expected to take 

about a year. Tim Moore, Risk Sciences, stated there are two major changes in the WLAM: 1) forward 

projection period is now set for 20 years instead of 10 years, 2) extend the model below Prado Dam. Discussion 

ensued on a summary of each task being requested in the RFP and items that are new to the WLAM.  

Suggested interview question: When comparing the calibrated results do they seem to match up with other 

reported results and do we have reason to be concerned?  

Santa Ana River Wasteload Allocation Basin Plan Amendment – Risk Sciences 
Tim Moore, Risk Sciences, received comments from Regional Board for the Revision of the nitrate-nitrogen 

objective for Chino South Groundwater Management Zone. Comments suggested changes in the structure of the 

document. The draft Riverside-A WLAM staff report will be ready for review in the first week of December; 

Chino South WLAM staff report will be revised right after that.  

Triennial Ambient Water Quality Update – CDM Smith, Inc.  
Joe LeClaire provided a verbal update on the data compilation. Currently, data has been collected by 30 out 35 

agencies; 13 of those agencies require clarification. Out of the five agencies missing data, Chino Basin 

Watermaster (CBWM) is of high priority. Regional Board has met with CBWM to discuss ways to expedite data 

delivery before deadline.  

mailto:cindy.li@waterboards.ca.gov
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Michael Cruikshank provided a PowerPoint presentation on CDM Smith/Daniel B. Stephens & Associate, Inc. 

consulting services for the recomputation of Ambient Water Quality (AWQ) in the Santa Ana River Watershed 

for the period 1996-2015. As indicated in the RFP for the AWQ, it was suggested that the Chino Basin GMZs be 

used as a pilot study to evaluate the effect of a physical model update on the AWQ results.  

The 2012 AWQ calculation for Chino North was updated using data supplied by CBWM from the recently 

updated groundwater model. The results presented a change in volume. Since the 2002, deeper wells have been 

dug up in the Chino Basin area, which led to the discovery that the aquifer was much deeper than it was thought 

to be. Therefore presenting a change in AWQ: 

MZ AWQ 2012 AWQ 2012-13 Model Update 

AWQ NO3-N TDS NO3-N TDS 

Chino 1 10.0 350 7.10 280 

Chino 2 10.7 380 3.4 250 

Chino 3 8.5 320 9.3 340 

Chino North 10.0 350 5.4 270 

The increase in volume of water has diluted the overall calculation results. Based on this information, the 

historical AWQ will need to be recalibrated as it may have regulatory complications. Tim Moore recommended 

resetting the historical water quality objective to reflect these new data. 

SoCal Salinity Coalition Study Conceptual Scope of Work – Risk Sciences 
Tim Moore provided a brief background on the effects of the cyclic trend that appears to be related to the 

precipitation drought cycle, which may be causing the raising trend in TDS in both influence and effluent at 

water recycling plants. Discussion ensued on stakeholders’ efforts to develop a TDS Management Response 

Policy.  

Recently, the Southern California Salinity Coalition (SCSC) approved  issuing a Task Order for Risk Sciences 

to prepare a study conceptual scope of work to characterize the long-term trend and investigate the principal 

factors responsible for variations in the average TDS concentration in recycled water. Tim Moore presented the 

preliminary scope of work. Discussion ensued on dischargers’ process of measuring TDS data for their 

discharge monitoring reports.  

The SCSC RFP is due to go out early January 2017. Results of the study are expected to be presented this time 

next year.  

Scheduled Future Meeting 
The next Basin Monitoring Program Task Force meeting is scheduled for Thursday, January 5, 2017 at 

9:30 a.m.  

Adjournment 
3:28 p.m. 




